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Our Responsibility

Thameside Terminal Trouble

The Parish Council demanded action when councillors and others saw the amount of civil engineering
being carried out on the former Conocco Oil Terminal site in Salt Lane. There had been no planning
permission granted or environmental impact assessment carried out, but the site had been divided into a
number of plots and businesses setup and running from some of them. This work involved clearing the
site of all vegetation, down to bare chalk, extending the base of the former quarry with work on the cliff
faces and creation of a new bund on the north side.

The amount of traffic to the site has increased to a level much higher than we used to see when the site
was operated as an oil terminal and some of the traffic is large HGVs with plant vehicles overhanging
the trailers. The roads from Salt Lane and especially the B2000 through to Cliffe Woods are not wide
enough for that traffic and problems continue to be reported when a lorry meets one coming in the
opposite direction. We are also concerned about the environmental impact these businesses have on the
neighbouring RSPB reserve at Cliffe Pools through noise and light pollution and drainage from the site.

A number of planning applications had been submitted, but then withdrawn before a decision could be
made. Medway Council (Highways) had also given a large highway maintenance contract to a company
who operate from the site. Last year Medway Council (Planning) investigated the concerns raised by
the Parish Council and others and issued enforcement notices on the site owner and the businesses there
to cease operations. Appeals against this enforcement have been received from the site owner and some
of the operators, and a planning inquiry will be held sometime in June/July. The Parish Council will be
raising our concerns at the inquiry and supporting Medway Council’s enforcement action.

RSPB Cliffe Pools
We have supported plans for RSPB to build a car park for visitors to Cliffe Pools at the bottom of Salt
Lane as this traffic will be mainly cars and a few coaches — not HGVs.

Bretts Plans to add to traffic problems!

We have also received four planning applications by Bretts to consolidate the 70 HGV vehicles
they have permission for across four planning permissions and raise the total to 150 (they admit
they are already operating up to 100 per day!). We will be raising a strong objection to this
application — because of the volume of HGV movements this would put onto Salt Lane and the
B2000, especially through Cliffe Woods.
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To object to Brett’s plans, email : planning.representations@medway.gov.uk or write to Planning
Department, Regeneration and Development Directorate, South Block, Compass Centre, Pembroke,
Chatham, Kent, ME4 4YH and quote MC2008/0334,MC2008/0335, MC2008/0336, MC2008/0337. Make sure
to include your name and address.

Annual Parish Meeting

Every year the Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council organise the Annual Parish Meeting.
This is YOUR meeting (not a Parish Council meeting) and is a chance to hear what is going
on in the local area. As usual it is
surprising how much does happen in our
Parish with the dedication and support of
local people—ijust like you. There are
many unsung members of our local
community who help provide and
maintain facilities, organise functions and
events to provide something for the
youngest to the oldest in our community
or help protect our environment for future
generations. Often they wish they had
just a little bit more support and help
from the local community—YOU'!.
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Your Meeting

You are invited to :-

The Cliffe and Cliffe Woods

Annual Parish Meeting
Thursday 10th April 2008
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7:30pm to 9:30pm
At Cliffe Memorial Hall (Small Hall),
Church Street, Cliffe

Your chance to have your say about what is
right and wrong in the parish







