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Annual Parish Meeting

Every year the Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council organises the Annual Parish Meeting.
This is YOUR meeting and is a chance to hear what is going on in the local area. As usual it is
surprising how much does happen in our WA 9D D AP A R R AP P AP R AP b W
Parish with the dedication and support of Your Meeting

local people—just like you. There are many You are invited to :-

unsung members of our local community The Cliffe and Cliffe Woods

who help provide and maintain facilities, Annual Parish Meeting
organise functions and events to provide )
Thursday 15th April 2010

something for the youngest to the oldest in
7:30pm to 9:30pm

our community or help protect our
environment for future generations. Often At Cliffe Memorial Hall (Small Hall),
Church Street, Cliffe

they wish they had just a little bit more
Your chance to have your say about what is

support and help from the local
Community—YOU! right and wrong in the parish

o @o @o @o @o @o @o @o @o @o @o @o @o @o

o o

Nl el A M

Open For Business

By the time you read this we hope the new play areas
in Cliffe and Cliffe Woods have been officially opened. |
The Parish Council is very pleased that its investment ===
of £39,000 together with a Playbuilder Grant of
£45,000 and a £1,500 contribution from the Cliffe
Children’s Committee has produced a play area in
Church Street that is exciting with fresh and innovative
ideas for encouraging imaginative play for all children
and young people. The contract was managed by
landscape architect Heather Marsh of Medway Council
Green Spaces who produced something that is unique,
reflecting the wishes of local children who helped
shape the design. By using natural landscaping effects
it has produced a play area for all ages and abilities and for all weathers. The Parish Council will be
planting some native trees later in the spring to provide light shade and hope that everyone will join with
us in saying a big thank you to Heather, Sutcliffe who provided the equipment and Duncan Robertson
whose workmen toiled through the worst January and February weather for years to build this park.
WELL DONE and THANK YOU ALL.

At Medway Council’s Cliffe Woods Recreation Ground new play equipment has also been installed. This

was funded by a Playbuilder Grant of £45,000 and a grant awarded to the Parish Council of £5,000 from

the Comma Aggregates Fund. Also designed by Heather, this time built by Wickstead, this equipment
reflects the wishes of the Cliffe Woods’ young people.

We ask everyone to help keep these play areas safe. If
you see anything unusual or anyone behaving in a
sgm Manner that could cause a nuisance to park users or

§ damage please let our Clerk know. Contact details can
be found on the back page. The Parish Council is aware
that vandalism is something that causes a lot of
inconvenience and distress, we want to address these
concerns and we need your help. Recently a village boy
reported damage to the ball court and prevented
potentially serious injuries being caused. Remedial
action was taken by the Parish that day to remove the
broken panel.




Cliffe and Cliffe Woods

Chairman’s Report

Since the last Annual Parish Meeting in April 2009, three Parish Councillors have left, but four have been co-opted.
We now have only one vacancy in Cliffe Woods, continuing the improvement of previous years. Leaving the Parish
Council through health grounds was Terry Copsey who unfortunately died later that year. Also leaving was Debbie
Cunningham who had not been a Parish Councillor long, but probably became the first councillor to give birth
during her time on the parish, she had also taken on a lead role in the finances of the parish. She has promised to stay
involved in “Youth Issues’ and hopefully will be able to rejoin us in the future. Joining the Parish Council this year
are Julie Moss and Lisa Mills in Cliffe and Robert Hunt and Alan Taylor in Cliffe Woods. We welcome them all and
hope they enjoy their time on the council.

At the time of the last Annual Parish Meeting we reported that the Clerk—Gavin Meeser had settled in quickly and
was getting us better organised and prompting us to be more effective in the local community. Since then he has
decided to retire and so we advertised for a replacement during the autumn 2009. Alan Parfett took over the role full
time in December after three months working with Gavin. Alan however has decided that the work involved is too
much and he has not been able to fit it in with his other work. We have decided to return to the 2009 shortlisted
candidates and appoint from those who were still available. We had hoped to appoint either one or two people
to the clerk’s position but it has not brrn possible so we are opening up the applications again.

David Clark, our caretaker, is responsible for helping to maintain the Cliffe Recreation Ground, Play Area, Buttway
and Cliffe Woods Car Park, keeping them clear of litter, weeding etc. which can be a thankless task at times, but we
appreciate the work that he does.

Progress on resolving issues of large HGV movements on our roads has been very slow this year. Bretts finally
submitted plans to increase their lorry movements, but only on their peak months. They were also prepared to pay for
some traffic calming in the Cliffe Woods area—however this was rejected by Medway councillors and is not likely to
progress in the current economic climate. HGVs from the Thameside Terminal continued while the planning inquiry
into their operations dragged on (see Pg 3).

Last year we were going to spend £39,000 on the Cliffe Play Area but were able to combine it with £45,000 from the
Government’s £2m Playbuilder Scheme granted to Medway Council and £1,500 raised by the Cliffe Children’s
Committee to get a lot more done. We were also able to get a £5,000 grant from the COMMA fund to help boost
Medway Council’s £45,000 Playbuilder budget for the Cliffe Woods Recreation Ground play equipment (their
responsibility). Both schemes are making good progress and appear to be on course for a late March opening.

We were also approached by youths from Cliffe who wanted a BMX track. Although we were supportive from the
start, this was on the basis that they did the work in preparing for grant applications and getting support for the
scheme. With a little guidance from ClIr Janet Keates, they have been very successful in raising money and they have
been able to improve on the early designs. A new BMX track at the far end of the Cliffe Recreation Ground now
looks on course for later this year.. We are hoping that this will lead to more youth involvement in the Parish in the
future (and have considered creating a Youth Parish Council). Through the design and funding of the scheme we also
expect it to be well looked after and protected.

We have now set our budget for 2010/2011 and have agreed to maintain the support for the Cliffe Woods
Community Centre and the Cliffe Memorial Hall are they are key parts of our local community.

Last year we were hoping that people will come forward to help drive the replacement Pavilion project forward, as it
had stalled. Cliffe Royals attended the Annual Parish Meeting last year and some progress has been made, but there
is still a lot to do. Many grants are available to help local schemes — our money can often open the door to ones from
local and national organisations as it shows ‘matching funds’, local support and involvement. Contact the Clerk for
further information.
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