
Lena Kennedy was brought up in Hoxton, London, loved books 
admired the work of Charles Dickens and read many of his nov-
els.  Lena became a best selling author at the age of 64 when 
her first novel óMaggieô was an overnight success. Lena wrote 
about Londonôs east end and its colourful cockney characters 
but she also loved this area and used much of her knowledge of 
its history and locations (the marshes, the old rectory at Cliffe 
and Cooling Castle) in many of her historical novels, most nota-
bly óThe Inn on the Marshô and óKate of Clyve Shoreô.  
 
Lenaôs autobiography, óAway to the Woodsô tells  the story of her 
life, her fondness for her place in the woods, how she and her 
husband Fred purchased the land and put the ex-army shack up 
on a rainy day. It tells how sometimes she wrote by candlelight 
and how much she loved her garden. This old woodland commu-
nity, where there were many shacks, had a special place in 
Lenaôs heart. This was how Cliffe Woods used to be before it 
became the large village that it is today and it is through the 
pages of Lena Kennedy's autobiography that we can revisit that part of our parish heritage. Lena 
used to recite poetry in the woodland: one such piece was this beautiful poem with words that 
encapsulate all that is so wonderful about this area of our parish. 

 
óIf you stand very still in the heart of a wood 
You may hear many wonderful things 
The snap of a twig, the wind in the trees 
And the whirl of invisible wings 
If you stand very still and stick to your faith 
And wait for a voice from within 
Youôll be led down the highways and byways of 
life 
From this mad world of chaos and din ô 
Anonymous 
 
We are 

privileged to have had one of the finest contemporary sto-
rytellers of her time in our midst and proud of the inspira-
tion that our parish gave her.  We hope to commemorate 
her life and writing here with a plaque on the site of the 
Cliffe Woods shack which still remainsðan example of the 
many shacks that used to be located in the woods. If built, 
we have asked a developer to consider naming a new 
road off View Road  óLena Kennedy Gardensô. 
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The Parish would like to thank the organisers of the 
hanging baskets and tubs in Cliffe again this year - led by 
Cameron Ross. The Parish Council allocated £200 this 

year and  funding from Hanson Quarry Products 
Europe Ltd added a further £200. 
 
We are looking at the costs and how we can help in future 
years as well. We would also be willing to consider 
expansion into Cliffe Woods if volunteers could be found to 
run it. 
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The job involves :- 
 

�x�� Influencing the policy and organisation of the 

 Parish Council 
 

�x�� Carrying out the instructions of the Parish 

 Council 
 

�x�� Organising meetings  
�x�� Location 

�x�� Agendas 

�x�� Minutes 

 

�x�� Communicating with others 
�x�� Local councils,  

�x�� Police  

�x�� Local groups 

�x�� Individuals 

 

�x�� Managing the finances of the Parish  
�x�� Recording expenditure and income 

�x�� Organising and monitoring payments 

�x�� Keeping the Parish informed of its financial 

position 

�x�� Preparing the annual return  

�x�� PAYE and NI, VAT experience  useful, but 

training can be given. 

 

�x�� Attending Meetings 
�x�� Monthly Parish Council Meeting  (Usually 

first Thursday of each month) 

�x�� Finance and General Purposes Committee 

(Monthly) 

�x�� Annual Parish Meeting (April each year) 

�x�� Other committees on ad-hoc basis 

 

�x�� Help with the job :-  
�x�� Will liaise closely with Chair, Vice-Chair and 

committee chairs who can help and advise 

�x�� Current clerk will be available to help and ad-

vise 

�x�� Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC)  

�x�� Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC)  

�x�� Training available 

�x�� Role of Clerk/Financial Management 

�x�� Possibility of formal training and quali-

fication for job holder, but not manda-

tory 

We are looking for somebody who is : 
 

�x�� An experienced Administrator  

�x�� Well Organised and can help organise others 

�x�� Has Good Communication Skills 

�x�� PC Literate (Email/MS Word/EXCEL/WEB) 

�x�� Would probably have their own PC and Broadband 

connection  

(although this could be supplied if necessary) 

The Job  :- 
 

�x�� PART-TIME  Position 

�x�� Approx, 16 hours per week 

�x�� Paid hourly rate 

�x�� Work from Home 

�x�� Local person preferred 

�x�� Expenses paid 

�x�� Holiday Pay 

Cliffe and Cliffe Woods 
Parish Clerk Vacancy  

To Apply : - 
Please provide a CV and covering letter explaining what you would bring to the job and send to :- 

Chris Fribbins, Vice Chair Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council (see contact details on back page) 
By August 22nd 2009�² Interviews in September 

 

Following the planned retirement of the current Parish Clerk, Gavin Meeser, the Parish Council is looking 

for a new clerk to work alongside the current clerk from October and takeover in December 

For More Information about Cliffe and Cliffe Woods Parish Council  
See our WEB site www.cliffeandcliffewoods-pc.gov.uk 

For more information about the job, contact the Clerk, Chair or Vice-Chair  
(contact details on back page) 


