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Wising up to bird disturbance

Our North Kent ‘patch’




Marvellous Mudflats




Wising up to bird disturbance ‘

Let’s start at the very beginning..

Natural England Commissioned Report NECR082 I I I [ | @

VYhat do we kr)ow about the

alrds and habitats of the North PASELINE DATA O evELomNT
ent Marshes? COLLECTED 2009 DEVELOPMENT

B
aseline data collation and analysjs
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DECLINES IN BIRD
NUMBERS IN BUSY
AREAS
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A Strategic Approach

» Evidence base/ reports include:

Bird Disturbance Study, North Kent 2010/11 (Footprint Ecology)

What do we know about the birds and habitats of the North Kent Marshes?
(Natural England Commissioned Report 2011)

North Kent Visitor Survey Results (Footprint Ecology 2011)
Estuary Users Survey (Medway Swale Estuary Partnerships, 2011)
North Kent Comparative Recreation Study (Footprint Ecology 2012)

Recent Wetland Bird Surveys results produced by the British Trust for
Ornithology

Thames, Medway and Swale Estuaries — Strategic Access Management and
Monitoring Strategy (Footprint Ecology 2014)



Wising up to bird disturbance

Strategic Approach
c Report

E%fg ‘;lé"‘; Thames, Medway & Swale Estuaries -
Strategic Access Management and
Monitaring Strategy

Provides certainty for development in terms of
meeting Habitats Regulations requirements.

Strategic approach enables more efficient, co-
ordinated delivery and avoids ‘displacement’
effects between local authority areas.

Duwrweym Liley and john Underhill-Day

Enables strategic mitigation delivery with

economies of scale.

Dareed Bz 1P carnecting widlife and people
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Who and when? "

* Research 2009-2012
« SAMMS published 2014 &R
* Mitigate recreational '

disturbance to birds ' wildlf oL SHRs

over-wintering in North .

Ke nt- _izr:n_; “Tﬂll "\_‘
RSPB

* Funded via a developer ENGLAND

tariff.
e Bird Wise formed 2017
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Anything that stops birds feeding or resting

. Uses up valuable energy
What is

Reduces time available for feeding

disturbance?

Frequent disturbance can be fatal

Not necessarily intentional
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Mitigation measures

T ©

Signage Face to face Codes of
A dog walker’s guide - engagement Conduct

to protecting birds
and ot ildlife

0 Hfir

Online activity Schools




Meet the




Changes to
Ranger Activity

* Work pattern changing
* Ongoing position

* Greater opportunities for
training & job enrichment

* More people outdoors in
summer

* Increased engagement
opportunities

e Reduced recruitment &
induction cost

e Continuity for project




Summer Season

Lets go wild this summer!

The school holidays are just around the corner and
we've got some free fun to keep the kids entertained

FT.aly  Camar Park, Meopham ,-
_l*' 2August  Rilly Fields Community Park, Gilingham ¢+
3august  Rivarsiaa Country Fark, Rainham

o & it 1 : - https:/fnorthkent. birdwise.org.uk/events/
Mt M o8 T
Has 2925w

. Fhugusl  Seasalle T R—
" o e o ¥ - < 10 AUpUst  Gravesend Riverside >
E il 5 e 16 August  Shaerness Beach ol
Free nature themed activities i’ 1% Aisgust Irskyns Corrmin ity Woodland
22 sppust 1am-1lom  Milton Craek Country Fark, Sittngbourne Ladii 22 fwgust  Milton Creek Country Park
Al the infio iz on our websits :




Education

e School visits — 220 pupils
e Wild Estuary — 175 pupils

Wising up to bird disturbance

Guided Walks

¢ 10 events
» 78 people

Events

® 12 events
¢ 1324 people

Boat Trips

e 3 events
¢ 75 people
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Please don't step on our nests!

| — Bedbe=ras
Ringed Pln%ﬁysterc atchers and Tem-ht an
the graund in the shingle here. Their rest and eggs u;
are very wall camouflaged and can e difficult to
spat an the beach. If you see them running away or
making & noise there might have a nast nearby so
please walch your slep and move wfk

S

Keep dogs on a lesad and

¥stay behind 1he ropes. g W =T, -.

Thark you far being Bird Wise g, Eess
& IR b (1 Wise

Watch your step!

o

i

Very special birds are nesting on
the shingle beach here. S

To help protect them please: -.ﬂ

* Keep dogs on a lead Rifged Plover

* Look and listen for birds that
are on or near nests

A * Mind where you are walking

« Keep out of the roped area

" Thank you for being Bird Wise  [nedll

fis
Hinged pler esisarg
very well camzutlages

Oyarercatchar

T -

birdwize.org.uk Ell;d ';I:-EIE



The Great Coastal Birdwatch 2023

GREAT COASTAL
BIRDWATCH

Guided bird watching walks

e LT ~
S

it Wise

14 October 16 October 17 October

Riverside Country Hoo Flats and Lower Halstow
Park Grain Coastal Park Brickfields
. f::“::;d 19 October 23 October
vesen Faversham Creek RSPE Cliffe Pools

Higham Marshes

26 October 27 October
25 October Whitstable and

&>
Queenborough
’;'/" Canyer Creek and Leysdown Seasalter
- i
-

28 October
The Great Kentish Bird off at Oare Marshes Reserve

4 14 - 29 OCTOBER 2023
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Visitor
Surveys

e Using Microsoft
Forms

e Random selection

* Will continue
through the year

e Even spread
required




Monitoring
Winter 2022

Baseline data collected
2010/11

Bird Wise commenced
2017/18

Surveys repeated 2021/22

KWT Consultancy
appointed to undertake
disturbance surveys
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Key Findings

" _al

The overall number of recreational visitors to the coast has increased
36% from 3248 recorded in 2010/11 to 4438 in 2021/22.

Walkers without dogs accounted for the greatest number of visitors
(2284), followed by dog walkers (928 off-lead and 621 on-lead).

Busiest site is Riverside Country Park but response of birds to
disturbance events is low suggesting some habituation.

More dogs being walked on a lead than before 26% 2011 and 40% now.
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Monitoring Findings

Seasalter-The QOaze
South Oaze
Oare Marshes
Conyer
Queensborough
Shell Ness
Harty
Bedlams Bottom
Upchurch
Motney Hill turnin
Riverside Country Parﬁ
The Strand, Gillingham
Lower Upnor
Hoo 5t. Werburgh
Middle Stoke
Stoke Ouze A228 layby
Grain Beach
Grain Power Station
All Hallows - Yantlett
All Hallows - Holiday Park
Cliff Creek
Shornmead

No respon
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Wising up to bird disturbance

e Greatest response — other birds!
* Boats

» Off-lead dogs

0% 20%

7
2

80%

:

Walking without dog
Dog off lead

Dog on lead

logger

Cycling

Res po n Ses to Birdwatcher

. Large boat on outboard motor

d Istu rbance Rib or similar fast small boat
Raptor

Air-borne (microlights, planes)

Kids playing

Person on stationary boat

1
=]

Noresponse @ Alert mWalk/swim = 5Shortflight = Majorflight



Wising up to bird disturbay

Al Interpretation Panels

e KWT South Swale Reserve x 1
* RSPB Motney x 1
e RSPB Cliffe Pools x 4

* Map of site with pathways marked
* Key species and habitat information
* Dog specific instructions

» Safety & behaviour messages

* Logos and website




Welcome to RSPB
Cliffe Pools

Cliffa Pools is made up of 237 hectares of
diverse habitats including saline lagoons,
brackish pools. grasslands, saltmarsh, mudfiat
and scrub. Located on the southemn shore of
the Thames Estuary. this mix of habitats makes
it of international importance for migratory,
overwintering and breeding wetland birds.

Cliffe Pools i3 designated a Site of Specisl Scentific Interest
[555], Special Protection Area [SPA), Ramsar site®, forming
part of the wider Morth Kent Marshes SPA.

Wl igeos
An industrisl past and a wild futare
The lagoons and shalow poals were
created through clay exiracton
for the cement industry. They ame
now carefully managed by REF
provide eal condibions faor wil
thrive. Sgring sees breeding avocets,
mis and & variety of gul
) & sabiwater pools,
while sumimer brings a mix of migrang
birds to tihe reserve

narks the arrhval af wirter
hes and W :-ra.-m_{ waders,
rgt- rds depart for sunniar
shonas. As for winter, it's busy
season as vast flocks of ducks,
dunlins and lapwings gather
for foad and shelter

“Ram BE are wetlanids that

ahional protechon sialis

Y

Bird \'l'l-;l bardwis

. Wising up to bird disturbance

|

i

Thames _-' D i s S
Estuary s LT .

REPE
Cliffe Poals

N
ql"‘-“.' .
#
|
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The paals are not
=ul table for people
. or dogs to swim in due
Coavt Fain to warter quality and
No

hidden machinery.

®

No
swimming  motorbikes

&

Mo camping

raph.orguk



Protection of
Islands

‘No Landing’ signage at Burntwick,
Chetney and Deadmans Island

Information signs at key launch
sites at Queenborough, Kingsferry,
Harty Ferry, The Strand, Oare

Peel Ports, Natural England,
Landowners & Bird Wise

Potential information on marker
bouys

Engagement with local clubs and
online groups

A
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m\(\/ising up to bird disturbanceﬂf A
Dog focused events

Coastal Canines
Dog Training
Week 1

Coastal Canines Club

CELEERATING RESPONSIELE DOQ
OWNEREHIP IN NORTH KENT

Bird wiéa




Get in touch

Social media @birdwisenk

Website

Email
birdwise@medway.gov.uk



http://www.birdwise.org.uk/
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